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Strategic Outcome
Efficient and effective voluntary standardization.
Program Activity Descriptions

Accreditation

Conformity assessment is the practice of determining whether a product, service or system meets the requirements of a
particular standard. The Standards Council accredits six types of conformity assessment organizations: product certification
bodies; testing and calibration laboratories; management systems registration bodies; inspection bodies; auditor course
providers; and personnel certification bodies.

The Standards Council accredits organizations that develop standards in Canada. Accredited standards development
organizations may submit their standards for approval as National Standards of Canada.

Information

The Standards Council advises federal, provincial and territorial governments, industry organizations and non-governmental
bodies on standards and conformity assessment related aspects of trade and regulatory policy. A major focus is to encourage
governments and industries to make greater use of the National Standards System in regulatory activities and trade
agreements.

The Standards Council offers Canadians the latest and most comprehensive information on standards, technical regulations
and conformity assessment in Canada and around the world through its web site, Information and Research Service and
On-site Technical Library. The Standards Council also serves as Canada's World Trade Organization and North America
Free Trade Agreement Enquiry Point.

Representation

The Standards Council manages Canada's participation in the International Organization for Standardization and the
International Electrotechnical Commission, two of the world's most important voluntary standardization bodies, and in
regional standards organizations. It also encourages the adoption and application of international standards in Canada.

The Standards Council is also a member of a number of regional and international organizations that are developing
agreements to ensure the international acceptance of conformity assessment results.

Program by Activities

(thousands of dollars) 2007-2008 Main Estimates 2006-2007
_Budgetary Total Main

Operating Estimates

Accreditation 1,228 1,228 1,228

Information 1,577 1,577 1,577

Representation 4,324 4,324 4,724

7,129 7,129 7,529
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